St Mary's Church Newsletter
5th April 2015
Easter Sunday
WELCOME TO ST MARY’S
Gluten free wafers are available for communion.
Please ask a steward or member of the clergy.
Refreshments including tea and coffee will be
available at the end of the service.
An induction loop is available for those who are
hard of hearing. Please turn your hearing aid to
the ‘T’ setting.Toilets, including disabled and
nappy changing facilities are situated at the far
end of the church. Follow signs past reception
and the main hall.

10.30 ALL AGE COMMUNION
Celebrant...........................Revd Karen Cribb
Preacher............................Revd Julian Sullivan
Reader............................... Della
Prayers.............................. Giles
Drinks................................ Della
Stewards........................... John & Margaret I
Communion Assistants....Chris & George Rees
Music.................................Jess, Steve

Music..............................Kevin

COLLECT
God of glory,
by the raising of your Son
you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;
for a new day has dawned
and the way to life stands open
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.

EASTER WEEK AT ST MARYS
Tuesday and Wednesday 11-2pm
Crafts, games, activities, bouncy castle, for all
accompanied children aged 0-11. Please
invite families and if you are able to help for a
couple of hours at any of the sessions please
speak to Karen or Georgia. We are running
these Activity days in partnership with

Timebuilders and a great way for congregation
members to be involved.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 17th April Messy Church
Sunday 19th April FIX and Youth Group
Monday 20th April PCC
Wednesday 22nd April Light Factory Leaders
meeting

ANNUAL REPORT BOOKLET
This is now available electronically from the
church website at
http://www.stmarys-church.co.uk/pcc/
Please do read the various reports, use them
as a basis for your prayers and do ask if you
would like to know more or be involved in any
way.

ST MARYS EMAIL LIST
There is a 'google group' which allows
subscribers to receive emails from church
leaders about issues of importance to St
Marys. You don't have to share your email
address with the whole group (so no spam),
and it will only be used selectively by a few
members (not everyone can post to the
group). Please subscribe simply by sending a
blank email to
marys-news+subscribe@googlegroups.com

BISHOP STEVEN WRITES
Posted by Bishop Steven Croft on 31st March
2015
On Thursday of this week, I will be taking part
in two profound symbolic actions in the
Cathedral which have humility at their very
heart.
The first is the Royal Maundy. Her Majesty the

Queen will distribute gifts to eighty-nine men
and eighty-nine women, honoured for their
service to church and community. The
tradition goes back hundreds of years and
looks back to the moment at the last supper
when Jesus knelt and washed the feet of his
disciples.
It was at that moment when Jesus gave his
disciples a new commandment: love one
another. We take the name Maundy from the
Latin for new commandment (novum
mandatum). The gift of money is a symbolic
and practical expression of love for others and,
especially, love for the poor.
The recipients gathered in the Cathedral a
couple of weeks ago for the Maundy Lecture.
The Lord High Almoner told us that the
Maundy is the only honour in
our national life where the
Queen comes to the recipient:
she not only travels to
Sheffield but also moves
within the service to each
person to make her gift – a
moment we will never forget.
Later that same day, after the
royal party have left the city
and the crowds have gone, the
Cathedral community will
gather, like many others all
across the Diocese to remember the events of
the Last Supper. In that service, I will take a
towel and a basin of water, as Jesus did, and
wash the feet of twelve of the congregation.
The service is a powerful reminder to follow
the example of Jesus who came not to be
served but to serve.
The theme of humility runs through Holy Week.
Jesus enters Jerusalem on Palm Sunday riding
on a donkey. He is arrested whilst praying in a
quiet garden. He is silent for much of his trial.
He responds to mockery, to violence, to danger
with gentleness. In his own agony and
passion, he tenderly cares for his friends.

I offer two reflections on these two actions.
The first is that humility remains an essential
part of all leadership: in the family, in the
church, in the wider community. The Christian
tradition of reflection on leadership in
communities goes back over three thousand
years: it is the oldest and richest seam of
reflection on leadership the world has ever
known. At its very heart, all the way through,
however you slice it, is this profound and
wonderful quality of humility as essential for
wise and good leadership in communities.
Our nation will be thinking a great deal about
leadership over the coming weeks in the
General Election campaign. Humility is
essential as part of that debate in the qualities
of the candidates, in the promises which are
made, in their vision for this city and region
and for the life of our nation.
But, second, humility is not just for
leaders. The foot washing can be
misunderstood. The lesson Jesus
draws is very clear. He does not
say: “So if I have washed your feet
so your leaders should wash the
feet of those they serve”. Jesus
goes much, much further: “You
ought also to wash one another’s
feet”.
Each of us is called to humility.
Each of us is called to love and to serve. This
calling is rooted in Christ’s love for us, Christ’s
offering of himself for us. Humility is to be at
the heart of all we are.
+Steven Sheffield

NEXT SUNDAY 12TH APRIL
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) in the Chapel
10.30am All Age Worship
Those with jobs to do: Karen/Georgia (lead,
preach); Barbara (drinks); Kate and Odette
(steward); Sally & Margaret A (communion
assistants); Kevin, Jess, David F (music)

...find out more...talk to someone...send some news...
Follow @marys_church on twitter for
congregational news, or text
follow marys_church to 86444
for news via text message
(may be a charge)
Vicar: Revd. Canon Julian Sullivan
jandvsullivan@blueyonder.co.uk
0114 272 4987

stmarys-church.co.uk
Newsletters available online
news to steve@to-lo.co.uk or
0783 5420392

St Marys facebook group
facebook.com/groups/stmarysbl

Youth, Student and Families Worker:

Associate Vicar: Revd. Karen Cribb
revkaren@stmarys-church.co.uk
0114 223 0237

georgia.hoskin@stmarys-church.co.uk

0771 323 7027

