Sunday 30™ January

4" Sunday In Epiphany - Candlemass

Sunday Worship

Readings Elaine C
Drinks Julie
Communion Caroline &
Assistants Veronica

10.30 Parish

. Intercessions |Kate K
Communion

Steward Veronica

Light Factory |Jo, Christine, Andy

Music Phil, Steve, Julie

We welcome Rev Canon Dr John Thomson, Diocesan
Director of Ministry to celebrate communion and
preach at our service this morning.

Home Groups

Phil and Christine's Group: Meets each Tuesday,
7.45pm-9.30pm Beta course. See Phil (225 7985).

Meersbrook Group: Next meeting: See Pancakes

Women Exploring Faith: Coffee, cakes & Marks gospel,
every Thursday 9.45am at St. Mary's - See Christine
or Karen for more details.

Today - Lantern Workshop

Lantern Workshop at the 'Secret Walled Garden' in
Meersbrook Park. Sunday 30™ January 1-3pm. Great
for children with adults. Make a big star or moon
lantern out of willow and tissue. Wear a jumper.
(Parade through the park with lanterns Sunday 6™ Feb)

Monthly Prayers

We are exploring the possibility of beginning a new
church prayer meeting. Phil is suggesting meeting twice
a month, once early in the morning and once mid-
morning. If you are interested please speak to Phil.

St. MARY'’S

Newsletter

Pancakes

Pancake party on Shrove Tuesday 8™ February 6-
9pm at Yo & Steve's house. All welcome.

Book Review

“A Charmed Life” The Spirituality of Potterworld
by Francis Bridger

Kate K. writes:

This is an interesting very readable Christian
commentary on the Harry Potter books. Francis
Bridger (Principal of Trinity College, Bristol and Visiting
Professor of Pastoral Care at Fuller Theological
Seminary, Pasadena).

He explores and suggests reason for its appeal to
children and adults alike. It explains why some schools
banned the books, but claims that they don’t promote
witchcraft or evil any more than the The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe, The Lord of the Rings, or the
Bible. Strong stuff you might think!

If you have had concerns as a parent or are just
interested you will find this paperback (less than 140
pages) in the Church Library (in the fiction section as it
relates to fiction). Very readable I think. Kate K

Tsunami Concert

Inter-churches fund-raising contemporary praise and
worship concert. Should suit teenagers and young
people especially.

At Abbeydale Picture House, Abbeydale Road 7pm
on Saturday 19" February. Tickets £5 available from
St Marys, CLC. The band Yo sings with (Outcry) will be
performing. Lineup also includes Firefly who headlined
at Greenbelt plus three or four other bands/singer-
songwriters. More information from:

Terry Jones: 07779 345632 (day) 0114 2475334 (eve)
Kelvin: 07789 903566 or 0114 2201605

Proceeds to Tsunami appeal. Only 300 tickets

available. Buy yours today from Yo.
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Celebrating A New Roof

On Tuesday 15 February at 7.30pm there will be
special service of praise and thanksgiving at St
Augustine's Church, Brocco Bank. To be followed by
refreshments. To mark the completion of the church
reroofing. St Augustine's is in the same deanery as St
Marys, and churches in the deanery contributed £1,000
towards this.

'Work - Prison Or Passion?'’
[ | | |
W rking to Live

Is work worth getting up for?

Is it inspiring, motivating and fulfilling?

Or are you stressed, weary... or just plain bored?
Care for the Family is hosting this talk on Wednesday
16th March 7.30pm-10pm at the St Thomas'
Philadelphia campus. Cost £6 (may be less depending

on numbers/group discount). Speaker David Oliver will
be talking on the subject.

"David will lead you onto new ground, with fresh
insights and practical ideas, challenging you to work
‘smarter’, not longer, and make your life count!"

Including:
® Twelve strategies for outstanding performance

® Play to your strengths by discovering your
‘Factor X!

Nine keys to staying motivated
Building family and work relationships

Increasing your vision!

Avoid five traps that sap energy and rob passion

Who should come to ‘Working to Live’? Anyone who
works, including:

® Office workers
Students
Stay-at-home mums
Caring professions

Teachers

Business owners
® Voluntary workers

Please speak to Tom if you're interested in going.

Banners

On Monday, the Church Council (PCC) resolved to ask
for some more quotes and ideas before making a
decision about banners for the nave of the church.

Rotas

Steve has got printed copies of the church rota with
him today. Please make sure you get a copy if you
have any job to do. The latest version is always
available at the church website or by asking Steve.

Mystery Object

Do you know what this is?

Watch this space!

Next Sunday: 6" February

10.30am Parish Communion

People with jobs to do next week: Yo (readings);
David M & Kim (Communion Assistants); Rebecca
(prayers); Josh (Junior Steward); John & Margaret
(steward); Jo, Christine, Karen (Light Factory);
Graham, Rachel, Yo (music).
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